
 

Performing Travel Experience Designed Especially 
for Peninsula Youth Orchestra 

 

Musical Journey Through France & Spain  
 

June 18 - June 26, 2015 

  ITINERARY OVERVIEW   
 

DAY 1 DEPARTURE FROM SAN FRANCISCO 
DAY 2 ARRIVE NICE - ANTIBES (3 NIGHTS) 
DAY 3 HALF DAY TRIP TO MONACO 
DAY 4 ANTIBES - NICE - VILLEFRANCHE SUR MER (CONCERT 

PERFORMANCE) - ANTIBES 
DAY 5 ANTIBES - AIX-EN-PROVENCE (CONCERT PERFORMANCE) - 

MARSEILLES AREA (1 NIGHT) 
DAY 6 MARSEILLES AREA - PERPIGNON - BARCELONA (3 NIGHTS) 
DAY 7 BARCELONA - CONCERT PERFORMANCE 
DAY 8 BARCELONA 
DAY 9 DEPARTURE FROM BARCELONA 
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  ITINERARY   
France and Spain each have an incredible history spanning thousands of years, history that is complimented by 
expansive landscapes of mountains, deserts, coastlines, glorious beaches, cities and charming small towns. France 
evokes elegance, opulence, and richness with its luxurious castles, fashionable cities, and delicious food while its 
friendly people embrace the true meaning of joie de vivre. Spanish culture is defined by a deep passion for life found in 
the pounding rhythms of the flamenco, the unique experience of the bullfight, and the food that brings all people 
together. 

 

 Educational Tour/Visit         Cultural Experience  Concert Performance Transportation 

 Recreational Activity   
 

  

DAY 1 Thursday, 18 June 2015 

 
 

BA286 Departs San Francisco SFO at 7.20pm  

 
DAY 2 Friday, 19 June 2015 

 

 

BA286 Arrives London LHR 1.30pm 
BA 348 departs London LHR 3.35pm 
Arrives Nice 6.40pm  

 
Our 24-hour Tour Directors, Ciaran Moss and Silvia Silvestre , will meet us at the 
airport and remain with us until our final airport departure. 

 
We will have use of a private coach and driver, while touring for the next 5 days. 

 
We will continue to the Antibes area, which will be our base for the next three nights. 
While here, we will enjoy daily breakfast and dinner each evening at the hotel. 

 
Mercure Sophia Antipolis 
Rue Albert Caquot 
Valbonne  
Antibes 
France 
06560 
+33492960404 

 

     The resort town of Antibes, sitting just across the Bay of Angels from Nice, 
possesses a quiet charm unique among the Cote d'Azur towns. This historic 
Mediterranean trading port has drawn the rich and famous to its beautiful 
shores for centuries, though its most famous inhabitant was the artist Pablo 
Picasso. 

 

DAY 3 Saturday, 20 June 2015 
 

This morning, we will have the opportunity to rehearse at the hotel in preparation 
for our upcoming concert performances.  

 
      The tiny country of The Principality of Monaco is the world's oldest monarchy and 

the most densely populated sovereign country in the world. It began as a Greek 
settlement, before the Romans took it. The Grimaldis took power in 1297 and 
have reigned ever since. Visitors primarily come to enjoy the Mediterranean 
atmosphere and the casinos, for which the principality has become famous. 

 
 

Relax and enjoy our scheduled flight from San Francisco to Nice, France 
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      Take a tour with local guides of the Palais du Prince, home of Monaco's royal 

family. Our visit will include the Throne Room and the State Apartments, 
decorated with fine furniture and portraits by European Masters. (Palace visit is 
available April-October and is subject to absence of the Prince.) 

 
      View Monaco Cathedral, a Neo-Romanesque church containing a number of 

early paintings of the Nice School, including a St. Nicholas altarpiece by Louis 
Brea. American actress and beloved Monacan princess Grace Kelly is buried 
here.  

 

DAY 4 Sunday, 21 June 2015 
This morning we will spend some time in the Medieval village of Vence with 
time to explore the town. 

 

Later we will travel to Nice to explore and shop in Nice's Vieille Ville, the old 
town, which begins at the foot of "The Rock" and stretches out from La Place 
Massena. Sheltered by sienna-tiled roofs, many of the Italianate facades 
suggest 17th century Genoese palaces. The old town is a maze of narrow 
streets, many of them teeming with local life, many of which are reserved 
exclusively for pedestrians. While in the old quarter, it is traditional to buy a 
pissaladiere (onion pizza) from one of the local vendors. 
 

4pm: Today we will perform at the Citadelle in  Villefranche Sur Mer as 
part of the Provencal  Festival of Youth Orchestras and Fete de la  
Musique celebrations in the town.   

DAY 5 Monday, 22 June 2015 
This morning, we will have some free time in Antibes for shopping and 
exploration.  
 

Today we will travel from Antibes to the Marseilles area. En route, we will visit 
Aix-en- Provence for the afternoon and our concert performance this 
evening.  
 

 Aix was founded by the Romans in 103 BC, and despite frequent tribal 
attacks, the city prospered and became the capital of Provence in the 12th 
century. Known as a center for art and learning, the town reached its peak in 
the 15th century. It retains its beauty and importance to this day. The most 
famous resident of Aix was Paul Cezanne.  
 

Stroll along the Cours Mirabeau, a particularly stately looking thoroughfare with 
lovely shops, sidewalk cafes, and richly embellished sandstone mansions from 
the 17th and 18th centuries. During our walk, we will view the 1860 landmark 
fountain in La Place de la Liberation.  

 

This evening, dinner will be provided in a local restaurant in Aix en Provence. 
 

 
      Marseille, France's second largest city began as a Greek settlement. It was 

founded in the 7th century BC but was seized by the Romans in 49 BC. Its 
prosperous port brought wealth to the city, and it soon became known as "The 
Gateway to the West" because of the large amount of trade from the Orient. 
The port is not as busy now, but Marseille still retains an air of the exotic in its 
quiet squares and narrow, stepped streets. 

 

 

9pm: Tonight we will perform at the Cathedrale St Sauveur in Aix en
Provence. 
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Our base for the next one night will be the Marseilles area, where breakfast will 
be provided at the hotel. 

 
Novotel Marseille Est  62 
Avenue de St Menet  
Marseilles  
13396 
+33491439060 

 
DAY 6 Tuesday, 23 June 2015 

 
Today we will travel from the Marseilles area to Barcelona. En route, we will visit 
Perpignan.  

 

The medieval city of Perpignan was founded in the 10th century, and quickly 
grew to prominence as the capital of Roussillon and the continental capital of the 
Kingdom of Majorca. For almost 10 centuries both Catalonia and France vied for 
control of this beautiful Mediterranean city, and both have left a unique mark on 
its culture. 

 
      Explore the Castillet, a 14th century redbrick structure that is both a gateway 

and a fortress. It houses the museum La Casa Pai'ral, which contains 
exhibitions of Catalan regional artifacts and folkloric items, including typical 
dress. Those that choose can climb the tower for a lovely view of the town. 
 
Barcelona is the heart and soul of Cataluna, and, with one of Spain's largest 
ports, has grown through trade and tourism. The city is characterized by the 
work of Antonio Gaudi, whose unique worldview created some of Europe's 
most distinctive architecture. This beautiful city charms visitors at every turn 
with its vibrant spirit.  
 
For the next three evenings we will enjoy the convenience of our centrally- 
located Barcelona hotel, where daily breakfast will be included. 
 
NH Sants Barcelona  
Numancia 74 Barcelona  
Spain  
08029 
+34933224451 
 

 We will enjoy our evening meal together at the Hotel this evening. 

 
DAY 7 Wednesday, 24 June 2015 

 

       
This morning we will explore the narrow streets and squares of the Barri Gotic 
(Gothic Quarter) with our local guide .This is the city's oldest quarter, parts of 
which have survived from the Middle Ages. A few highlights of the walk will 
include the Placa del Pi, the Placa de Sant Felip Neri, and the magnificent 
Placa Sant Jaume. 

 
      Visit Barcelona Cathedral, a celebrated example of Catalonian Gothic 

architecture. The three naves, cleaned and illuminated, have splendid Gothic 
details, and the large bell towers perfectly blend medieval and Renaissance 
styles. The beautiful cloister, high altar, side chapels, sculptured choir, and 
Gothic arches highlight one of the most impressive cathedrals in Spain. 
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      Stroll along Las Ramblas, Barcelona's most colorful and interesting street. This 

pedestrian mall extends almost a full mile, and is lined with shops, cafes, and 
markets. Enjoy some free time here. 

 
      We will enjoy a group lunch today in a local restaurant in Las Ramblas area, 

Barcelona's most colorful and interesting street. This pedestrian mall extends 
almost a full mile, and is lined with shops, cafes, and markets. 

 
7pm: This evening we will perform at Sala 2 Oriol M artorell of  
L'Auditori, Barcelona.  

 
Dinner this evening will be by own arrangements.  

 

 
DAY 8 Thursday, 25 June 2015 

 
Spend time in Parc Güell, part of the UNESCO World Heritage Site, 'Works of 
Antoni Gaudi'. Designed primarily by Gaudí, particularly interesting areas of 
the park include a mosaic pagoda, a lizard fountain spitting water, an undulating 
bench decorated with ceramic fragments, and an array of unique Doric 
columns, which are hollow and serve as part of Gaudí’s drainage system.  

 
      Experience the cathedral of La Sagrada Familia, Antoni Gaudi's incomplete 

masterpiece and one of the more distinctive creations of Spain. 
 

      Spend some time relaxing on one of Barcelona's magnificent beaches, such as 
Barceloneta Beach or Icaria Beach. The beaches are accessible by metro, and 
there are numerous activities available for everyone to enjoy the beautiful 
Mediterranean. 

 
We will enjoy our evening meal together in a local restaurant.  
 

 
DAY 9 Friday, 26 June 2015 

Our rewarding and enjoyable tour comes to an end as our Tour Director accompanies us to 
the airport on our final day. 
 

BA 477 departs Barcelona BCN 07:10am Arrives London LHR 08 :35am  
BA 285 departs London LHR 11:20am Arrives San Francisc o 2.25pm  
 


